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December 12, 1978

State Bureau of Geology
Department of Conservation
Augusta, Maine 04333
Re:

Prospecting Permit

Dear Sir:
Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $10.00
for issuance of a permit to prospect on state lands
for calendar year 1979.
Yours sincerely,

!!~e~:~~
BAB:cf
Enclosure

Sept. 7, 1976

Lee Schepps
Robert G. Doyle

Conservation, Public Lands
Conservation, Geology

Attachment to August 26, 1976 Memorandum Regarcling Manganese Deposits

I hu:ve further information regarding manganese deposits:
1) According to Dr. Louis Pavlides {U.S.G.S.) 1 the supervising
geologist during the manganese- exploration program in the late
1950's, there is no manganese present in any significant quantity
tli thin 'i'8R3.
2) The manganese commodity expert from the U.S. Bureau of
Mines in Washington reported to me by telephone that the world
supply of manganese is plentiful, and government experts do not
feel that world conditions will change so drastically as to cut
off our foreigh supply. The commodity expert also stated that
the off·-shore supplies of manganese nodules could be mined in
an extreme national emergency.

3) The U.S. Bureau of Mines also confirms our 19 - 20 year
time schedule for undersea mining of metals, including· manganese.
I feel, therefore, even more strongly leaning t0v1ard the
decision in my memorandurn of August 26, 1976.
RGD: jp

August 26, 1976

Lee Schepps

Robert G. Doyle

Conservation, Public Lands
Conservation, Geology

Maple ··- Hovey .Mountain Manganese Deposits

The manganese deposits of Maple Mountain - Hovey Mountain
were explored by State and Federal agencies during the 1950's.
These studies indicated 211 million tons of 7.5% Manganese, in
an intimate mixture of Mn-Fe and Si. This complex mineralogy,
combined with the low grade of Mn, makes the deposit uneconomical
to mine.
Manganese ore being mined today in various parts of the
world average 35% to 50% r-t11, usually in oxide or carbonate form,
with only small amounts of Fe and Si.
Except for extreme national
emergEmcy, the Aroostook County deposits are not worthy of
consideration as a source of manganese.
It is also anticipated
that sea··floor mining of manganese ·will become a reality within
20 years thus ~roviding the U.S. wie1 continental deposits of
the metal.
For these reasons, I recommend that the manganese c!eposits
not .be considered of sufficient value to be excluded from your
public land trades.
RGD: jp

STATE OF MAINE

Department of Environmental Protection
MAIN OFFICE: RAY BUILDING, HOSPITAL STREET, AUGUSTA
MAIL ADDRESS: STATE HOUSE, AUGUSTA 04333

WILLIAM R. ADAMS, JR.
COMMISSIONER
289-2811

ME M 0

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES:
289 -2691

BUREAUS:

TO:

Robert Doyle , Bureau of Geology, Dept. of Conservation

AIR QUALITY CONTROL
289·2437
LANO QUALITY CONTROL
289-2111
WATER QUALITY CONTROL
289 -2591
LABORATORY SERVICES
289 -3866
OIL POLLUTION CONTROL
289-3527

I have rece·· - memo to you re subject .
The following comments refer to the Mining and Rehabilitation of Land
law.

REGIONAL OFFICES:

31 CENTRAL STREET
BANGOR 04401
947-6746
415 CONGRESS STREET
PORTLAND 04101
775-6587
634 MAIN STREET
PRESQUE ISLE 04769
764-3737

OIL POLLUTION CONTROL
40 COMMERCIAL STREET
PORTLAND
773-6491
OIL SPILL REPORTS ONLY
(TOLL FREEi l ·B00482•0777

CITIZENS' ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSISTANCE SERVICE
289-2691
(TOLL FREEi 1-B00·452·1942

As you know, the Mining Commission was abolished June 30, 1972. All
personnel, funding, e t c. ceased as of that date. The administration
of the law was transferred to the Department of Environmental Pro t ection
as of Jul y 1 , 1972. No special funding or programs are included in the
D.E.P. budgets to cover administration of this law.
At present, D. E.P. does not have occasion to license or issue permits
under this law independently. We have combined the requirements with
those of the Site law and when mining is proposed we make rehabilitation
a requirement for approval of the project.
The necessity of the rehabilitation law is unquestioned. The administration is financially negligible. I personally recommend i t s continuance
as is.
If sand a nd gravel pits could be included (which I highly recommend)
additional f unding would be required.
JAB/ln
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Chapter 203
Subchapter I

§ 532.

Scope of Authority

Activities.

The Bureau of Geology shall have responsibility for the

&~KR~m~R

development and conservation of mineral resources on all State owned
lands not withdrawn from mineral exploration, except for management of
production operations within the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Public
Lands.

§ 533.

Definitions.
As used in the subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates,

the following words shall have the following meanings:
1.

Development. "Development" shall include all the methods

used in the prepartion of a known · and presumed economically extractable
ore deposit for mining.
2.

Exploration.

11

Exploration 11 shall include all of the manual,

mechanical, electronic or chemical methods of determining the precense,
c..... 01,,if1s(;\ 1"'-t1~ "\.;'\_ 1 To'-" ~~~ 1u lu ~ co,..,e'\-~ -{-size and unit value of a mineral deposit.
,)

3.

Hand minerals.

11

Ha:id minerals" shall mean all naturally

ocurring mineral deposits exclusive of oil and gas, coal,lignite,
sand, stone, . gravel, clay and peat moss.
4.

Machinery and explosives.

"Machinery and explosives"

shall include:
A.

Any equipment or machinery exclusive of vehicles which

are used to prosepect, explore, develop or mine a mineral deposit; or
B.

Any explosive materials which are used for the above-

mentioned procedures.
5.

Mining. "Mining" shall include all of the extrav-i..te and
I

beneficiative processes necessary to remove and prepare for market a
mineral deposit.
6.

Ore.

"Ore" shall mean any hard mineral or any aggregate

of hard minerals which can be economically worked.
7.

Prospecting.

"prospecting" shall mean a prelimi1;;ary

0

·( () {. C··

·7
,

examination of an area for discovering the presence of valuabl~ minerals.
8.

Workable deposit.

"Workable deposit" means a deposit of

ha~ minerals which could have been marketed at a profit at the time of
discovery by reason of its accessibility, proximity to market, market dema1
and other factorsa prudent man would consider.

§ 534.

Authority to Prospect.

Any person over 18 years of age or

any corporation may enter upon state owned land, except land held in
trust the terms of which are incosistent with mineral development or
land withdrawn from such development, in a manner consistent with any
laws, rules and regulations governing the use of such land for the purpose
of prospecting for hard minerals, upon receipt of a prospector's permit frc
the Director of the Bureau of Geology.

Such permit shall be issued upon

payment MNi of a fee which shall be set from time to time by the Director
to meet administrative costs and upon such other terms and conditions
bear
as the Director deems reasonable. A prospector's permit shall/Ee a number
and be dated on the date of issue thereof and shall expire at midnight
on the 31st day of December then next ensuing.
If machinery or explosives are to be used for prospecting
in areas under state jurisdiction, the methods to be employed and the amoun
time and place of the use of explosives shall be approved in advance by
the Director.

§ 535.

Location of Claims.

Claims of all types shall be located

in the following manner:
1.

(same as 10 M.R.S.A. §2103(1))

2.

(same as 10 M.R.S.A. §2103(2)

3.
4.
,,,~

\

(same as 10 M.R.S.A. §2103 (3)

)

No single claim shall exceed 1,500 feet in length by 600

feet in width.

A located claim shall be construed all subsurface haJ'd

mineral resources within the bounds thereof, but shall not include any port
of any ledge, vein, or other geologic formation beyond the end and side
lines of such claim nor any of the surface resources within the bounds
thereof.
§536.

Recording of Claims.

No person or corporation shall have any

rights with respect to any claim until such claim shall have been recorded
with the offices of the Bureau of Beology in books to be kept for that
purpose.

The prospector who first records with the burea a validly staked

claim in any area shall be deemed the claimholder of record for rurposes
of this subchapter.

This record shall contain:

1.

same as 10 M.R.S.A. §2104(1)

2.

same as 10 M.R.S.A. §2104(2) except strike "or metals"

3.

same as 10 M.R.S.A. §2104(3)

4.

same as 10 M.R.S.A. §2104(5) except strike "members of the
Mining Bureau" and replace with "representatives of the State"

6.

Fees.

The fee for recording, renewing, or trasferring a claim

shall be set by the Director from time to time to meet administrative cost~
7.

~---

Same as 10 M.R.S.A. §2104(7) except/['.,strik~;f'Mining Bureau"

and replace with B"Bureau of Geology",

.-----

I<"

~

•

---...

•

the first sentence; strike all

of the second sentence, the third sentence, and in the last sentence strike
"Mining Bureau and replace with"Bureau of Geology."

a.

Forfeiture; appeal.

The failure to comply with any of

the requirements for renewing claims under subsection 7 shall operate
as a forfeiture of said claim.

Written notice of such forfeiture shall

be recorded in the margins of the claim book on the page on which the
claim was originally reocrded.

Any claimant aggrieved may file a

written petition for a hearing ~exf0 before the Director within 14 days
of the recording of the forfeiture.

Such hearing shall be held upon

reasonable notice to the claimant as to its time and place.
Appeals from the decisions of the Director shall be taken in
accordance with Rule 80B of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.

§ 537. Rulings and Withdrawals.
(l} Rulings on use.

Any person or corproation applying for a

lease may make application to the Bureau of Geology for

i ruling as

to whether operations can be carried on consistent with any prior or
proposed other use by the State or any agency or instrumentality thereof.
A hearing shall be conducted before the Commissioners of KX~¼.KMM¼
Agriculture, Conservation, Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Marine Resources
and the Director of the State Development Office, or their designees, andx±
they shall render a decision within 90 days of the hearing.

Such ruling wt

when obtained shall be binding and irrevocable for such period of time
as the applicant and the State may agree.
(2)

Withdrawal.

Prior to the entry into any lease, the executive

head of any agency with jurisidiction over land may withdraw all
or any portion of such land from possible use for mining activities by
submitting to the Bureau of Geology a written description of the land
to be withdrawn.
such land.

No leases shall be entered into with resepect to
this
For the purposes of/subsection,, Baxter State Park, all

State Parks, Preserves and memorials and all wildlife management
areas will be construed to have been withdrawn except upon wirtten
notice to the contrary by the executive heads of the agencies with
jurisdiction.

§ 538.

Exploration Leases.

The Director shall

enter into exploration

leases with holders of prospector's permits for each claim for which
the permitee applices.

Such leases shall be issued for a term not

to exceed three years upon such conditions, including, but not limited
to, environmental and safety provisions, and for such consideration
as the Director deems reasonable, after consulations with the Director
of the Bureau of Public Lands and the Director of the agency with
jurisdiction over the land which is the subject of the lease.

Samples

of ore may be removed for testing by the lessee but shall remain the
property of the State of Maine until sale thereby.

All exploration

shall be conducted in accordance with a written plan approved by the
Director.

In the event the lessee discovers a workable deposit, he may

apply for a production lease from the Bureau.
Exploration leases shall be granted only when there are no
known workable deposits within the town or township within which the
claim is located.
§539.

~

Production Leases.
(1)

Consideration.

The Director shall enter into production

leases for a term of years not to exceed ten, with renewals upon such
terms and codnitions including, but not limited to, environmental and
safety provision, and for such consideration as the Director at the
time of such renewal deems reasonable.

Such production shall be

conducted in accordance with a written plan approved in advance by
the Director.
The consideration shall include an annual rental fee for the

ovt:

subsurface of the claim and a percentage of the value of the hand
minerals extracted from the claim which shall not be less than 5%
of the adjusted fair market value.

The Director shall consult with

the Director of the Bureau of Public Lands EHf~XRXRnxex¢iN~x and the
Director of the agency with jurisdiction over the land before entering
into any production lease.

In the case of land within the jurisdiction

of the Bureau of Public Lands, the Director thereof shall be a signatory
to any production lease before it shall be a valid, executionable document.
(2)

Fair market value.

The adjusted fair market value shall

be:

same as 10 M.R.S.A. §2105(2)

(A) except change the numbers to

letters.
(3}

REvenue.

All fees, rentals and reoyalties accruing from

filings and operations under propsectors permits, exploration leases,
and prOduction leases shall be paid into the Bureau of Geology for
administration and control of all prospecting, development or mine
or related geological actiivty carried out by the said Bureau.

The

Bureau may, with the consent of the Governor, assign such sums as it
deems proper to other state agencies for preservation, development or
replacement of natureal resources, except as provided for by 12 M.R.S.A.
§553

(3)

(E).

(4)

Bond.

The Directors of the Bureaus of G~ology and

Publc Lands, or either of the, may require the lessee to provide a
bond or other adequate proof of financial responsibility against any
unauthorized damage attributable to his activities.
§

540.

Surface rights.
(1) Access.

Any person who has located a claim and has been

issued a lease shall have the right of access to the site over any
lands owned or controlled by the State.

(2)

Timber and Grass.

A lessee shall have the right to

take from public reserved land all woood and timber necessary to
be used in the operation of the mine by paying to the State, the
State's perrnittee, or to the entity which pays taxes on

grass and

timber rights, if any, a fair and just price for the same.
(3)

Improvements.

The agency with jurisdiction over the

surface of the land upon which the claim is located may issue a
permit giving the lessee authroity to open, construct, put in,
maintain and use ditches, tunnels, pipes, conduits, flumes, and other
works, through, over and upon said land for drainage and passage
of water, together with the right to construct dams, provided
adjacent owners authroize flowage over lands owned by them, in connection
with the operation of his mine to bring thereto water necessary or
convenient for its operation upon such terms and conditions and for such
consideration as it deems reasonable.
§541.

Mining Underwater.
Where any hard mineral is situated under or in the bed of

a stream, a lake and for the efficient working of the mineral it is
necessary to divert the water of such steam, within the boundaries
of public land, or drain any lake, the Bureau of Geology may permit
the same to be doni upon submission of evidence satisfactory to the
Director that the lessee has made reasonable arrangements to make
compensation or alternative provisions for the benefit of any persons
entitled to the use of the water of such stream or lake.
§542.

Annual Reports.
same as 10 M.R.S.A. §]110 except that "Mining Bureau" is

replaced with "Bureau of Geology".

§ 543.

Forfeiture.
In the event that any holder of a prospector's permit, or

lessee violates any of the provisions of this chapter or any rule
or regulation of the Bureau, The Bureau shall notify the violator
and he sh~ll have such rights and uties as may be set out in the
terms of his agreement with the Bureau.
§544.

Safety.
The Bureau shall have the power to regulate the use and

care of explosives and other ·.nir.ing equipment in connection with all
operations carried on on 31:ate-owned land.
§545.

Rules and Regulations.
The Director of the Bureau of Geology shall have the

authori•;:y to make rules ,.nd regulations he de,2ms necessary to carry
out tt1e purposes of this chapter upon reasonable public notice.

SUPCHAPTER II

Common Geological Resources Act.

§546.

Common Geologcial Resources.

"Common geological resources 11

include sand, stone, gravel, clay, peat moss, and hard mineral
resources located in townships with known workable deposits.
§547.

Sale.
Any agency of the State of Maine with jurisidction over land

or water containing common geolocial resources shall have the
authority to dispose of the same, excpet hard mineral resources
which shall be disposed of by the smo~+xe Director of the Bureau
of Geology to the highest responsible qualified bidder; provided,
however, that the agency may negotiate a contract for the disposal
of the resources if
l}

the contract is for the lease of less than

---------

cubic yards of material; or
3)

the contract is for the disposal of resources to be used

in connection with a public works imporvement program by a state agency
or local government or for the faciltiation of the removal of timber
from public lands, and like purposes; or
3)

if the contract is for the disposal of resources for which

it is impracticalbe to obtain competition.
4)

a written report shall be made to the Bureau of Geology

on June 1 of every year of the contractsmade under subsections 2
and 3 during the period since the date of the last report.

The

Department of Transporations shall be exempt from the provisions
of this subsection.

5)

any sale made hereunder shall be made by the appropriate

executive head of any agency means by means of a production lease
in accordance with the provisions of section______ of XHERR~x±
subchapter I hereof, except that there shall be no minimum royalty.

September 22, 1976

Joseph l'l. Williams, Dept. of Agriculture
Richard E. Barringer, Dept. of Conservation
Hadley Atlass 1 State Development Office
i.'Iaynard Harsh1 Dept. of Inland Fisheries and \·Jildlife
Vinal Look, Dept. of Marine Resources
William R. Adams, Jr., Dept. of Environmental Protection:

Members of the Haine i•'iining Bureau:
It meeting of tlle Maine Mining Bureau will be held September 28
at 10 A.M. in the offices of the Bureau of Geology, Ray Building,
Out.er Hospital Street, Augusta.

A discussion of legislation to be submitted regarding the
future of the Bureau will be the main item of agenda. A review
of budget and activity of the Bureau will also be included.

Yours very truly,

Robert G. Doyle
Administrator
ccL

David Flanagan, Attorney General's Office

1976

Septeniber

Jose;;.:h N, W.i. lliams; Dept. of A<Jricul ture

Hadley Atlas::;, State Development Office
Maynard .Marsh 1 Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Vinal Look, Dept. of ~!arine Resources

Members of the Maine Mining Bureau:
We would appreciate hearing from you regarding a date for
the Maine Mining Bureau meeting.

'l'hank you.

Yours very truly,

Robert G. Doyle
1',dmini s tra tor

STAT[ Of- MAIN[

DEPART/VIENT OF -CONSERV1-\TION
AUGUSlA MAIN[ 011:133

September 2, 1976
JAMES [1, LC!'~GLEY

RICHARD E. E\ARRINCH

GOVUir,:cR

COMMISSIONE R

Joseph N. Williams, Dept. of Agriculture
Richard E. Barringer, Dept. of Conservation
Hadley Atlass, State Development Office
Maynard Marsh, Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Vinal Look, Dept. of Marine Resources
William R; Adams, Jr., Dept. _of Environmental Protection
Members of the Maine Mining Bureau:
I would like to suggest a meeting of .the Maine Minirtg Bu~eau
for the last week of September 1976. Monday or Tuesday, 27th and
~8th of September, at 10 A.M. seems a reasonable time.
The agenda
of the meeting will be the proposed dissolution of the Bureau as
suggested in previous meetings.
I will also review the activities
of the Burea~ during the last several months.
Yours very truly,

Robert G. Doyle
Administrator
cc~

6avid Flanagan, Attorney Gerieral's Office

E!UV\LJ o :Cf.OLOGY-ROIJJ;T C CO'lL l)!l'.[ClOR&STAIE Gl:OlOOSlT[l[P1 -(:N['. 207<.'89-?.00I

STATE or MAINE

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
AUGUST/\, lv\t,IN[ 04333

JAMES B LO~GL[Y

September 22, 1976

RICHARD E. BARRINGER
COMMISSIO~JER

c;ovu:r·iOR

Joseph N. Williams, Dept. of Agriculture
Richard E. Barringer, Dept. of Conservation
Hadley Atlass, State Development Office
,Maynard Marsh, Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Vinal Look, Dept. of Marine Resources
William R. Adams, Jr., Dept. of Environmental Protection
Members of the Maine Mining Bureau:
A meeting of the Maine Mining Bureau will be held September 28
at 10 A.M. in the offices of the Bureau of Geology, Ray Building,
Outer Hospital Street, Augusta.
A discussion of legislation to be submitted regarding the
future of the Bureau will be the main item of agenda. A review
of budget and activity of the Bureau will also be included.
Yours very truly,

r).J

Robert G. Doyle
Administrator
cc:

David Flanagan, Attorney General's Office

July 21, 1976

Exploration Manager
Kerr··McGee Corporation
P. o. Box 26547
'I'ucson, Arizona. 85726

Dear Sir:
A recent nei-.,1spa.per articl<:~ in a local paper brought to my
attention the fact tl.1at I<err-·McGee Co:rporation is conducting
exploration activities underneath the waters of ~rreat ponds in
the State of Maine. Under Maine Law, the substrate is property
of the State of Maine and jurisdiction over mineral activity
lies with the Maine Mining Bureau.
'A copy of this Law is enclosed for your information.
You
will note that anyone wishing to conduct project activity on
State land is required tc., c'l.pply for and recGive a Prospectors
Permit. An application for this perm.it is enclosed. You may
make out the permit in the name of the individual doing the work
or in the name of the company. Please. return the application
and a check in the amount of $5.00 as soon as possible.

Under the provisions of
Maine Mining Law, use of equipment,
which would include helicopters, is only allowed if an application
for a permit to use machinery and explosives is submitted to the
Maine Mining Bureau. An application for such a permit is also
enclosed.
Because of the possibility of further discussions with
members of the press and public, I would appreciate knowing
general area where you have been taking lake bottom samples and
where you plan to do so for the balance of the calendar year. I
would appreciate a prompt reply.

Yours very truly,

Robert G. Doyle
Administrator
Enclosures
RED: jp

June 9, 1976

Merle B. Winters
Box 233

Easton, Ma.ine 04740
Dear Mr. Winters:

I have received your application for a Prospector 1 s Permit
along with your $2.00.

The fee for a Permit is now $5.00 (I

have enclosed a copy of the lJfaine Mining Law for State-owned
, see page 13).

Upon receipt of $3.00, I will issue you a

Prospectors Permit.
Sincerely,

Jill Parks

Secretary
jp

Enclosures

STATE OF MAINE
lnter,Departm.ental Memorandum
To _ _B_o~b_D_o~y_l_e~,_C_h_a_i_r_m_a_n_________

Date

November 26, 1975

Dept. ----'M=a-=i.,,n""e:.......e.M:ei...,n"-'1"'-'·n""gc:,. ._-"'B-"'u""r-'=e""a"""u,_______
Dept. ----=E""x'-"e""c.,,u..,t""'i"-v'-'e=---=S..,,,t=a,..,,t,..,,e"----"D""'e~v"-'e=l=-o=p,.,m""e,.,n=t

In conjunction with the motion passed this morning at the meeting of Maine
Mining Bureau to examine the legal implications that might result from a dissolution
of the Bureau, I wish to state for the record that the State Development Office agrees
in principle with this proposed dissolution. Our only concern at this time is that
the necessary legislation provide for an effective transfer of administrative and
regulatory functions to some other appropriate agency.
If the decision is made to submit legislation for dissolution to either the 107th
or 108th Legislature, then I would like to suggest that the following points be given
consideration when the legislation is drafted:
1.

Extend the requirement to record a claim and to obtain a license or lease to
mine (with or without royalty provisions) to mineral developments on private
land.

2.

Require the promulgation of rules and regulations to control the activities of
the claim holder prior to the time that he files an application to mine.

3.

Amend the authority to prospect (see Section 2102) to include prospecting for
oil, gas, coal and lignite. Current statutes exclude these minerals by virtue
of the limitation to "hard minerals".

4.

Amend the authority to grant licenses and leases and to charge royalties to
include the mining (i.e. extraction) of oil, gas, coal and lignite.

5.

Amend the definitions currently stated in Sections 2101-A and 2101-B so as to
provide completeness and consistency with Title 10, Section 2202.

cc: H. Atlass
R. Barringer
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